A Sweet Celebration of Connection and Inner Softness
in a Culture That Encourages Hard Individualism and Prickly Exteriors

Ahugis such a simple act. But how anguishing
when one is denied this basic exchange of human
goodwill and kindness. Surely, one doesn't even
have to be human to feel the anguish of that denial.

At first glance, this seems to be the premise
behind Hug Me (public library) by animator-
turned-children’s-book-author Simona Ciraolo —
a sweet story about a young cactus named Felipe,
who longs for such softness of contact in a family
that sees emotional expression as a sign of
weakness. Felipe runs away, looking for a new
family to give him the affection he yearns for, but
only finds heartbreak and rejection.

Felipe’s lonesomeness grows deeper when his
first friend, a “bold, confident” giant yellow
balloon who hovers over Felipe's solitary patch of
desert, succumbs to the inevitable outcome of the
mismatched relationship. Even as he grieves his
friend, Felipe is scolded for his emotional
sensitivity rather than comforted with the very
hug he needs.

At last, Felipe finds a true friend in a little rock
longing for affection amid a family as stiff and
stern as his own, a kindred spirit whose cries for
connection resonate in perfect unison with his
own — a sweet finale reminding us that nothing
dissolves loneliness like empathy and the
awareness of shared experience.

There is, of course, a deeper allegorical undertone
to the tale, beyond the surface interpretation of
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celebrating one’s inner softness in a culture that encourages a prickly exterior. A subtle undercurrent
celebrates the spiritual homecoming of finding one’s tribe, the expansive embrace found in a kinship
of souls. The story is also a celebration of free will, reminding us ever so gently that whatever our
circustances, we always have choices — and that our inability to see this is perhaps our gravest

self-imposed limitation.

Hug Me comes from independent British children’s book press Flying Eye Books, which
also gave us that lovely field guide of mythic monsters and the illustrated chronicle of
Shackleton’s historic polar expedition.
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Professor Astro Cat's Frontiers of Space (public library), written by quantum computer scientist Professor Astro Cat'’s Frontiers of Space comes from
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wonderful You Are Stardust, which teaches kids
about the universe in lyrical illustrated dioramas.

From clever visualizations of the scale of the universe to an illuminating primer on how stars are born to an illustrated
anatomy of NASA's Curiosity Rover, the book combines solid science (pause for a moment to consider the size of the gaseous
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She married James Truitt in 1948,

and she became a full-time artist
in the 1950s.
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